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and therefore relax the true vocal chord; as this, how-
ever, did not agree with the necessity for a corresponding
tension of the vocal chord, it was thought that this was
compensated for by the innermost part of the muscle,
which lies close to the vocal chord, becoming thicker in
consequence of its contraction, and at the same time
forcing the vocal chord inwards. This inner portion of
the muscle has on this account even been distinguished
as the thyro-arytenoideus internus. In addition to the
fact that no compensating action is to be found in this

Fro. 16.

A.

Action of the crico-arytenoid muscle. The position, viewed from above, which it
would give to the arytenoid cartilage, if no obstruction were placed in the way of the
completion of its action. The arrow shows the direction in which the muscle pulls; the
dotted line the vocal chord of the other side; B, side view, showing that the glottis is
raised by the muscle.

manner, it does not appear necessary to seek it when we
remember that the chord is always in a state of con-
siderable elastic tension, and becomes still more stretched
when depressed.

The action of the anterior (lateral) crico-arytenoid
muscle is similar to that of the last. It arises upon the
upper margin of the lateral portion of the crieoid cartilage,
and is inserted into the muscular process of the arytenoid
cartilage. Thus it ascends from before backwards, and
must, therefore, draw the muscular process downwards.